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Mr. Speaker, each May we honor the con-
tributions of Asian Americans to our Nation.
We have come a long way since Angel Island,
but we cannot forget what it took to bring us
to this point. | encourage my colleagues to
support H.R. 4469 to ensure that the experi-
ences of these immigrants will be remem-
bered.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 4469, the Angel Island Immigration
Station Restoration and Preservation Act.

Historic preservation is the key to remem-
bering our past. Without key places and arti-
facts from our history, it would be impossible
to tell future generations of Americans how,
when and where our country came to be what
it is. Whenever a place or object is lost, a
piece of history is gone forever. It is our duty
to ensure that history is preserved.

The Angel Island Immigration Station Res-
toration and Preservation Act aims to preserve
part of our history. Known as the Ellis Island
of the West, Angel Island was the primary
entry point for hundreds of thousands of immi-
grants from the Pacific Rim, including Australia
and New Zealand, Canada, Mexico, Central
and South America, Russia, and in particular
Asia. During Angel Island’s years of operation,
1910-1940, an estimated 175,0000 Chinese
immigrants were processed through Angel Is-
land.

In 1940, Angel Island Immigration Station
closed after a fire destroyed the Administration
Building. Following the Army’s departure from
Angel Island, the structures fell into disrepair.
Many were removed by the Army Corps of En-
gineers and California State Parks. Of the
original Immigration Station structures, only
the Detention Barracks, Hospital, Power
House, Pump House and Mule Barn remain.
Today, these structures are in various states
of disrepair; hence the need for this legisla-
tion.

Without H.R. 4469, the structures on Angel
Island will fall further into decay. Many of the
buildings are crumbling and leak; con-
sequently, many poems written by the Chi-
nese immigrants detained at Angel Island are
in danger of being destroyed. State, private,
and local entities have already contributed
mightily to this project; sadly, they have not
been able to complete the project. This bill will
authorize $15 million in funding so that this
unique aspect of our history can be preserved
for future generations. Compared to the $156
million spent to restore Ellis Island, this res-
toration project is a bargain and of no less sig-
nificance.

Millions of people journey to Ellis Island
every year in order to see where their ances-
tors came ashore. This bill would allow de-
scendants of Angel Island arrivals the same
opportunity to visit the place where their an-
cestors’ American Dreams started.

Although the status of Angel Island as part
of the California State Parks system sets it
apart from many other historic sites that re-
ceive Federal funding, the importance of the
site and its contribution to the United States
makes its official designation irrelevant. Our
Nation’s history must be preserved regardless
of official status.

| urge my colleagues to support the pas-
sage of H.R. 4469, the Angel Island Immigra-
tion Station Restoration and Preservation Act.
Keeping our immigration heritage in good re-
pair is essential if the United States is to main-
tain its unique status as a beacon of democ-
racy and opportunity.
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
have no additional speakers, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RADANOVICH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4469.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

TRUMAN FARM HOME EXPANSION
ACT

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4579) to modify the boundary
of the Harry S Truman National His-
toric Site in the State of Missouri, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4579

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This section may be cited as the ‘“Truman
Farm Home Expansion Act’.

SEC. 2. HARRY S TRUMAN NATIONAL HISTORIC
SITE BOUNDARY MODIFICATION.

The first section of Public Law 98-32 (16
U.S.C. 461 note) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (e); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing:

¢“(d) ACQUISITION OF ADDITIONAL LAND.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-
quire, by donation, purchase with donated or
appropriated funds, transfer from another
Federal agency, or any other means, the land
described in paragraph (2) for inclusion in
the Harry S Truman National Historic Site.

‘“(2) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) consists of the ap-
proximately 5 acres of land (including the
structure located south of the Truman Farm
Home site), as generally depicted on the map
entitled ‘Harry S Truman National Historic
Site Proposed Boundary’, numbered 492/
80,027, and dated April 17, 2003.

““(3) BOUNDARY MODIFICATION.—On acquisi-
tion of the land under this subsection, the
Secretary shall modify the boundary of the
Harry S Truman National Historic Site to
reflect the acquisition of the land.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) and the
gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. RADANOVICH).

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4579, introduced by
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Ms.
MCCARTHY), would authorize a modi-
fication of the boundary of the Harry S
Truman National Historic Site, which
includes the Truman Home in Inde-
pendence, Missouri, and the Truman
Farm Home in Grandview, Missouri.
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The Harry S Truman National Historic
Site was established on May 3, 1983.
The site was expanded in 1993 when the
Truman Farm Home in Grandview,
Missouri, was added.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4579 would add ap-
proximately 5 acres that abuts the site
on its south side. The additional acre-
age would preserve the historic integ-
rity of the site and prevent the growing
need for development of nearby lands
from encroaching into the immediate
Truman Farm Home.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
legislation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend the sponsor of this bill, the gen-
tlewoman from Missouri (Ms. MCCAR-
THY) for bringing forth this very impor-
tant measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Ms. MCCARTHY).

Ms. McCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding me this time.

I rise in support of passage of H.R.
4579, the Truman Farm Home Expan-
sion Act. My Missouri colleagues on
both sides of the aisle join me in urging
support of this bill.

Harry Truman is one of our Nation’s
greatest presidents. President Truman
was instrumental in the signing of the
United Nations charter, negotiating
the creation of a NATO military alli-
ance, carrying out the Marshall Plan
to rebuild a war-torn Europe, con-
ducting a massive airlift to aid the
western sectors of Berlin following the
Russian blockade in 1948, and he laid
the foundation for an unprecedented
level of American prosperity. During
Truman’s tenure, the United States
was widely respected as a beacon of
freedom and a nation willing to work
with anyone across the globe to pro-
mote peaceful democratic govern-
ments.

One of the many ways we honor his
life is to preserve his farm that in-
stilled in him the values of hard work,
commitment and teamwork that guid-
ed him throughout his life and inspired
others who followed.

The farm has a very rich history. The
Truman family purchased the land in
1840, and a young Harry Truman
farmed the land from 1906 until 1917
when he left to fight as an artillery
captain in the First World War. While
working the farm, Truman courted the
love of his life, Bess Wallace, who later
became Mrs. Truman. His early experi-
ence as a farmer formed the core of his
values. His mother once said that life
on the farm is where Harry got his fa-
mous common sense, and Truman him-
self said that the best 10 years of his
life were spent trying to run the 600-
acre farm successfully.

This past July, the House Committee
on Resources heard from Grandview
Mayor Harry Wilson that historians be-
lieve the years Truman spent living
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and working on his farm were the most
formative, developing the character of
the future President. Truman himself
stated, ‘‘Riding one of those plows all
day, day after day, gives one time to
think. I have settled all of the ill of
mankind in one way or another while
riding along, seeing that each animal
pulled his part of the load.” The late
publisher of the Jackson County Advo-
cate, Jim Turnbaugh, recounted for
readers a story when, after leaving the
farm, Truman attended a function
where he was asked to sign the guest
register. Then former President Tru-
man, he signed in as “Harry S Truman,
retired farmer.”

This legislation would preserve the
historical integrity of Harry Truman’s
home by adding 5 acres to the current
site for educational purposes. The farm
originally sat on 600 acres, but because
of commercial development, the farm
now encompasses only 5.2 acres. The
Park Service has secured the support
of two local landowners who own 5
acres bordering the farm and are inter-
ested in selling. The Park Service
needs authorization from Congress to
acquire the land and protect the
“‘viewshed’” and the character of the
farm as Truman knew it.

The National Park Service and the
Office of Management and Budget sup-
port this proposal. In fact, it is the
only presidential-related bill endorsed
by the National Park Service this ses-
sion.

The Truman Farm Home and Expan-
sion Act will help America preserve
and enhance the legacy of one of our
favorite sons and most revered leaders.
I ask the House to support this legisla-
tion.

I would like to thank the Committee
on Resources chairman, the gentleman
from California (Mr. PoMBO), the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Ranking
Member RAHALL), the chairman of the
Subcommittee on National Parks,
Recreation, and Public Lands, the gen-
tleman from California (Chairman
RADANOVICH), the gentlewoman from
the Virgin Islands (Ranking Member
CHRISTENSEN) and the gentlewoman
from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) for their
support.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.R. 4579,
the Truman Farm Home Expansion Act. My
Missouri colleagues on both sides of the aisle
join me in urging passage of this bill.

Harry S Truman is one of our Nation’s
greatest Presidents. As President, Truman
pledged to secure the free world from the
spread of communism. President Truman was
instrumental in the signing of the United Na-
tions charter, negotiated the creation of the
NATO military alliance, carried out the Mar-
shall Plan to rebuild a war torn Europe, con-
ducted a massive airlift to aid the western sec-
tors of Berlin following the Russian blockade
in 1948, and laid the foundation for an unprec-
edented level of American prosperity. During
Truman’s tenure the United States was widely
respected as a beacon for freedom and a Na-
tion willing to work with anyone across the
globe to promote peaceful democratic govern-
ments. One of the many ways we honor his
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life is to preserve the farm that instilled in him
the values of hard work, commitment, and
teamwork that guided him throughout his life,
and inspired others who followed.

The farm has a very rich history. The Tru-
man family purchased the land in 1840, and a
young Harry Truman farmed the land from
1906 until 1917, when he left to fight as an ar-
tillery captain in the First World War. While
working the farm, Truman courted the love of
his life, Bess Wallace, who later became Mrs.
Truman. His early experiences as a farmer
formed the core of his values. His mother
once said that life on the farm is where Harry
got his famous common sense and Truman
himself said that the best 10 years of his life
were spent trying to run the 600-ace farm suc-
cessfully.

This past July, the House Resource Com-
mittee heard from Grandview Mayor, Harry
Wilson, that historians believe the years Tru-
man spent living and working on his farm were
the most formative in developing the character
of the future President. Truman himself stated:
“Riding one of these plows all day, day after
day, gives one time to think. I've settled all the
ills of mankind in one way and another while
riding along seeing that each animal pulled his
part of the load.” The late publisher of the
Jackson County Advocate, James D.
Turnbaugh Jr., recounted for readers the story
of former President Truman attending a func-
tion where he was asked to sign a guest reg-
ister. He signed in as “Harry S Truman, retired
farmer.”

Truman’s mother, Martha Truman, and sis-
ter, Mary Jones Truman, lived at the farm until
1940. The farm home remained in the Truman
family until 1980. The speculation that the Tru-
man’s would be forced to sell the remaining
house and five acres to commercial interests
compelled a group of concerned citizens to
form the Harry S Truman Farm Foundation in
an effort to save the farm. Their efforts proved
successful and Jackson County assumed con-
trol of the farm. In 1994, the county trans-
ferred the farm to the US Park Service.

H.R. 4579 will preserve the historical integ-
rity of Harry Truman’s home by adding five
acres to the current site for educational pur-
poses. Today the farm only encompasses 5.2
acres due to commercial development. The
Park Service has secured the support of local
landowners who are interested in selling the
five acres bordering the farm. The Park Serv-
ice needs authorization from Congress to ac-
quire the land, and protect the “viewshed” and
the character of the farm as Truman knew it.

H.R. 4579 authorizes the Secretary of the
Interior to expand the park boundary to appro-
priately preserve the site. It does not specifi-
cally request an additional appropriation of
funds to acquire the land, however it does
give the Secretary the flexibility to use do-
nated and private funds to meet this objective.
The National Park Service and the Office of
Management and Budget support this pro-
posal. In fact, it is the only Presidential related
bill endorsed by the National Park Service this
session.

President Truman remains a hero and an in-
spiration for all Americans and visitors from
around the world. The Truman farm offers a
deeply personal connection to his legacy. Cur-
rently, Park Service employees are housed in
a screened porch on the side of the house be-
cause there is no permanent area for them to
be located. On average, over 5,000 vehicles
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drive through the farm annually and the Na-
tional Park Service estimates that visitation
levels will increase with the development of a
new visitor center. A visitor center could be
constructed with restrooms, a parking lot,
drinking fountains, and facilities that the farm
currently lacks. School groups, bus tours, and
families from around the country and world
would benefit greatly from the improved facili-
ties.

The Truman Farm Home Expansion Act will
help America preserve and enhance the leg-
acy of one of our favorite sons and most re-
vered leaders. | urge my colleagues to support
this legislation. | would like to thank Re-
sources Committee Chairman PoMBO, Rank-
ing Member RAHALL, National Parks Recre-
ation and Public Lands Subcommittee Chair-
man RADANOVICH, Ranking Member
CHRISTENSEN, and Representative BORDALLO
for their support.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. SKEL-
TON)

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this legislation, and I
certainly commend the gentlewoman
from Kansas City, Missouri, the fifth
district of our State, for her foresight
and her effort to expand the boundaries
of the Harry Truman Farm.

As we all know, Harry Truman is
very special to us in the State of Mis-
souri, and expanding the farm is all the
more important because the Park Serv-
ice wishes to continue to build and pre-
serve the land and to make it a histor-
ical part of the farm area. The land
will be used to plant vegetation and to
shield the site from encroaching mod-
ern development.

The Truman Farm was Harry Tru-
man’s home in his younger days when
he was forming his character and opin-
ions behind the plow. The Truman fam-
ily purchased this land in 1840. He
farmed it from 1906 to 1917. In 1980,
there was speculation that financial
difficulties would force land to be sold,
compelling a group of concerned citi-
zens to form the Harry S Truman Farm
Foundation which saved the farm.

We certainly hope that this body will
pass this legislation. It is very impor-
tant to the State of Missouri. I think it
is very important to the history and to
the memory of the great President
from the State of Missouri, Harry Tru-
man, and I again compliment the gen-
tlewoman from Missouri (Ms. MCCAR-
THY) for her foresight in this legisla-
tion.
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I wish to go on record to thank the
sponsor of this measure, the gentle-
woman from Missouri (Ms. MCCARTHY)
and the very distinguished gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON), the rank-
ing member of the Committee on
Armed Services.

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 4579, legislation that would
authorize the Interior Department to purchase
approximately five acres of land, including a
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structure north of the Truman Farm House in
Independence, Missouri, for inclusion in the
Harry S Truman National Historic Site. This
addition would modify the current boundary by
approximately five acres, to include the ac-
quired lands.

The Truman family purchased the land that
now makes up the Truman Farm Home in
1840. Harry Truman farmed it from 1906—
1917. In 1980, due to speculation that finan-
cial difficulties would force the sale of the land,
a group of concerned citizens formed the
Harry S Truman Farm Foundation, which re-
ceived a grant to purchase the land. The
Foundation turned the land over to Jackson
County, Missouri, in 1991, which transferred
the farm to the National Park Service in 1994.

This measure has the support of local land-
owners and will preserve the viewshed and
the historical character of the farm area. The
purchase will include a retail paint store that
the Park Service will convert into a visitors’
center, providing rest room facilities and a
paved parking area. | expect the Interior De-
partment will seek appropriations in fiscal year
2006, or see, private donations to pay for im-
plementation of the legislation. The 5.2 acres
in question is the only undeveloped land re-
maining that borders the Site. Over the past
six years, the Site has averaged over 5000
vehicles driving through each year. With the
improvements planned under H.R. 4579, the
Park Service expects an increase in the num-
ber of visitors, due to the addition of a visitors’
center and paved parking.

| commend my fellow Kansas City Rep-
resentative, from the other side of State Line
Road, KAREN MCCARTHY, for the leadership
she has taken in moving this important meas-
ure forward, in concert with Senator TALENT,
who has introduced a companion bill, S. 2499.

Mr. Speaker, the preservation and expan-
sion of the Truman Farm Home is an impor-
tant way to preserve and enhance the legacy
of our great 33rd President. As he once said,
“Do your duty and history will do you justice.”

The late President Truman left an extensive
record of quoted wisdom. In conclusion, |
would like to share with you, Mr. Speaker, four
comments of Harry S Truman’s—which are as
relevant today as they were when he said
them several decades ago—that | came
across when preparing these remarks: “I have
always defined politics to means the science
of government, perhaps the most important
science, because it involves the art and ability
of people to live together.” “I've always be-
lieved that religion is something to live by and
not talk about.” “No government is perfect.
One of the chief virtues of a democracy, how-
ever, is that its defects are always visible and
under democratic processes can be pointed
out and corrected.”

And finally, “The greatest orators have been
the men who understood what they wanted to
say, said it in short sentences and said it
quickly and then got out of there before peo-
ple fell asleep.”

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 4579, the Truman Farm Home
Expansion Act. This bill would allow the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire approximately
five acres of land surrounding the Truman
Farm Home in Grandview, Missouri, pre-
serving an historic site enjoyed by more than
five thousand families each year.

Built in 1894, the Truman Home sits on 5.25
acres of the family’s former 600-acre farm
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where President Truman lived and worked
from 1906 to 1917. Acquisition of the five ad-
ditional acres will prevent future commercial
development and save the farm’s original set-
ting and character. The National Park service
plans to utilize the land to plant vegetation
shielding the home from surrounding buildings,
in addition to converting one building presently
on the property into a visitor's center. These
much needed improvements will increase the
site’s accessibility and secure its authenticity,
attracting more visitors to the former Presi-
dent’s Grandview home.

By adopting H.R. 4579, we will not only pro-
tect a significant part of our history, but will
honor a great President who faithfully served
America during a time of international unrest.
Similar to today’s global war against terrorism,
President Truman stood firm in the face of an
enemy which sought to deter democracy. Out
of honor to President Truman and with great
appreciation for the historical importance of his
Grandview home, | fully support passage of
the Truman Farm Home Expansion Act.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
IssA). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from California
(Mr. RADANOVICH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
4579.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVER-
SITY LAND TRANSFER AUTHOR-
IZATION EXTENSION

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4596) to amend Public Law 97—
435 to extend the authorization for the
Secretary of the Interior to release cer-
tain conditions contained in a patent
concerning certain land conveyed by
the United States to Eastern Wash-
ington University until December 31,
2009, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4596

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
LAND TRANSFER AUTHORIZATION
EXTENSION.

The first section of Public Law 97-435 (96
Stat. 2281) is amended in subsection (c) by
striking ‘‘five years after the enactment of
this Act” and inserting ‘‘on December 31,
2009,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) and the
gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. RADANOVICH).

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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introduced by the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
NETHERCUTT), simply amends Public
Law 97-435 to extend the authorization
for the Secretary of the Interior to per-
mit Eastern Washington University to
release certain lands in order to ac-
quire other lands more suitable for
educational or recreational purposes.

I urge adoption of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we have no objection to
the consideration of this measure, H.R.
4596.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RADANOVICH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4596, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

H.R. 4596,

————

GULLAH/GEECHEE CULTURAL
HERITAGE ACT

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4683) to enhance the preserva-
tion and interpretation of the Gullah/
Geechee cultural heritage, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4683

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Geechee Cultural Heritage Act”.
SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are to—

(1) recognize the important contributions
made to American culture and history by Af-
rican-Americans known as the Gullah/
Geechee who settled in the coastal counties
of South Carolina and Georgia;

(2) assist State and local governments and
public and private entities in the South
Carolina and Georgia in interpreting the
story of the Gullah/Geechee and preserving
Gullah/Geechee folklore, arts, crafts, and
music; and

(3) assist in identifying and preserving
sites, historical data, artifacts, and objects
associated with the Gullah/Geechee for the
benefit and education of the public.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this Act, the following
definitions apply:

(1) CoMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage
Corridor Commission established under this
Act.

(2) HERITAGE CORRIDOR.—The term ‘‘Herit-
age Corridor” means the Gullah/Geechee
Cultural Heritage Corridor established by
this Act.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

“Gullah/
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